"MARSE HENRY"

paramount issue. It seems strange now that any
one should have contested this. Yet it was stoutly
contested. Mr. Tilden settled all dispute by send-
ing a letter to the convention declining to he a can-
didate. In answer to this I prepared a resolution
of regret to be incorporated in the platform. It
raised stubborn opposition. David A. Wells and
Joseph Pulitzer, who were fellow members of the
committee, were with me in my contention, but the
objection to making it a part of the platform grew
so pronounced that they thought I had best not
insist upon it.

The day wore on and the latent opposition
seemed to increase. I had been named chairman
of the committee and had at a single sitting that
morning written a completed platform. Each
plank of this was severally and closely scrutinized.
It was well Into the afternoon before we reached the
plank I chiefly cared about. When I read this the
storm broke. Half the committee rose against it.
At the close, with more heat than was either cour-
teous or tactful, I said: "Gentlemen, I wish to do
no more than bid farewell to a leader who four
years ago took the Democratic party at its lowest
fortunes and made It a power again. He is well
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